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Fishery Conservation and Management § 665.812 

the Regional Administrator imposes by 

written notice. 

(h) The permit holder must ensure 

that assigned observers are provided 

living quarters comparable to crew 

members and are provided the same 

meals, snacks, and amenities as are 

normally provided to other vessel per-

sonnel. A mattress or futon on the 

floor or a cot is not acceptable if a reg-

ular bunk is provided to any crew 

member, unless other arrangements 

are approved in advance by the Re-

gional Administrator. 

(i) Reimbursement requirements are 

as follows: 

(1) Upon observer verification of ves-

sel accommodations and the number of 

assigned days on board, NMFS will re-

imburse vessel owners a reasonable 

amount for observer subsistence as de-

termined by the Regional Adminis-

trator. 

(2) If requested and properly docu-

mented, NMFS will reimburse the ves-

sel owner for the following: 

(i) Communications charges incurred 

by the observer. 

(ii) Lost fishing time arising from a 

seriously injured or seriously ill ob-

server, provided that notification of 

the nature of the emergency is trans-

mitted to the Observer Program, 

NMFS (see address for PIRO Regional 

Administrator) at the earliest prac-

tical time. NMFS will reimburse the 

owner only for those days during which 

the vessel is unable to fish as a direct 

result of helping the NMFS employee 

who is seriously injured or seriously 

ill. Lost fishing time is based on time 

traveling to and from the fishing 

grounds and any documented out-of- 

pocket expenses for medical services. 

Payment will be based on the current 

target fish market prices and that ves-

sel’s average target fish catch retained 

per day at sea for the previous 2 years, 

but shall not exceed $5,000 per day or 

$20,000 per claim. Detailed billing with 

receipts and supporting records are re-

quired for allowable communication 

and lost fishing time claims. The claim 

must be completed in ink, showing the 

claimant’s printed name, address, ves-

sel name, observer name, trip dates, 

days observer was on board, an expla-

nation of the charges, and claimant’s 

dated signature with a statement 

verifying the claim to be true and cor-

rect. Requested reimbursement claims 

must be submitted to the Fisheries Ob-

server Branch, Pacific Islands Region, 

NMFS. NMFS will not process reim-

bursement invoices and documentation 

submitted more than 120 days after the 

occurrence. 

(j) If a vessel normally has cabins for 

crew members, female observers on a 

vessel with an all-male crew must be 

accommodated either in a single per-

son cabin or, if NMFS concludes that 

adequate privacy can be ensured by in-

stalling a curtain or other temporary 

divider, in a two-person shared cabin. If 

the vessel normally does not have cab-

ins for crew members, alternative ac-

commodations must be approved by 

NMFS. If a cabin assigned to a female 

observer does not have its own toilet 

and shower facilities that can be pro-

vided for the exclusive use of the ob-

server, or if no cabin is assigned, then 

arrangements for sharing common fa-

cilities must be established and ap-

proved in advance by NMFS. 

§ 665.809 Port privileges and 
transiting for unpermitted U.S. 
longline vessels. 

A U.S. longline fishing vessel that 

does not have a permit under subpart A 

of this part may enter waters of the 

fishery management area with western 

Pacific pelagic MUS on board, but may 

not land or transship any western Pa-

cific pelagic MUS on board the vessel. 

The vessel’s longline gear must be 

stowed or secured so it is rendered un-

usable during the time the vessel is in 

those waters. 

§ 665.810 Prohibition of drift 
gillnetting. 

Fishing with drift gillnets in the fish-

ery management area is prohibited, ex-

cept where authorized by an EFP 

issued under § 665.17. 

§ 665.811 [Reserved] 

§ 665.812 Sea turtle take mitigation 
measures. 

(a) Possession and use of required 

mitigation gear. The gear required in 

paragraph (a) of this section must be 

used according to the sea turtle han-

dling requirements set forth in para-

graph (b) of this section. 
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